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Abstract

Globalization, as one of the central phenomena of the contemporary era, has had
extensive effects on various socio-economic dimensions of societies, including the
Accepted: environment. Despite a plethora of research on globalization and the environment,
July 27, 2026 there remains a significant theoretical and empirical gap in examining the
"perceptions of economic actors" regarding the environmental consequences of this
phenomenon in countries with transitioning economies such as Iran. This study aims
to investigate the impacts of globalization on Iran's environment from the perspective
of economic actors. The research was conducted using a survey method with a self-
administered questionnaire among 155 experts working in international trade
companies active in the 14th International Environmental Exhibition of Tehran in
2014. The theoretical framework of the research is based on four main theories in
environmental sociology: the Treadmill of Production, Risk Society, Ecological
Modernization, and World-Systems Theory. The findings indicate that from the
perspective of business actors, globalization has had a predominantly positive impact
on environmental knowledge (mean 3.79), values (3.73), behavior (3.69), and
attitude (3.55), but its effect on environmental management (3.02) has been
significantly more limited. Furthermore, meaningful differences by gender, age, and
education level were observed in respondents' perceptions. The results suggest that
cultural and informational globalization has been more successful than managerial
globalization, and the active role of government and companies can mitigate
potential negative effects. Accordingly, strengthening environmental management
mechanisms, training human resources, and the utilization of clean technologies are
proposed as the most important policy recommendations.

Received:
July 8, 2026

Keywords:

Globalization,
Environment, Economic
Actors, Environmental
Sociology, Sustainable
Development.

* Corresponding Author: Professor, Sociology, Department of Sociology, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
University of Mazandaran, Babolsar, Iran.

Address: Department of Sociology, Faculty of Humanities Email: s.salehi@umz.ac.ir

and Social Sciences, University of Mazandaran, Babolsar, Tel: 09113137292

Iran.

Copyright: © 2025 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access

= PUublication under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC BY) license
https:/ /creativecommons.org/licenses /by /4.0 /).



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).
https://doi.org/10.22080/jsn.2026.31155.1141
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2108-2132
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9086-3170
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2587-0438

Journal of Society and Environment

Volume 3. Issue 10. Autumn 2026. Pages 1 to 18.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

It is worth noting that globalization has
profoundly changed the connections among
economies, societies, and the environment.
During the last twenty years, there have been
unprecedented capital movements, transfers of
information, technology, commodities, and
services across borders, which have increased
interdependence among countries day by day.
Nevertheless, such interconnectedness has led to
several environmental issues, especially for
developing countries, which account for a small
share of the world economy and experience the
worst impacts of climate disasters (UNDP, 2024).
The globalization process has tested the
conventional ability of nation-states to control
market forces while confronting governments
with multidimensional environmental problems
such as drought, water shortages, and loss of
biodiversity (Esty & lvanova, 2005; Ritzer &
Dean, 2015). Such problems manifest as global
environmental changes, including climate
change, biodiversity loss, and ozone layer
depletion (Dunlap & Michelson, 2002; IPCC,
2022). The realization that environmental effects
cut across national boundaries has given rise to
the notion of "think globally, act locally" as an
underpinning of environmental justice (Newell,
2013). Sustainable development has come up as
an all-encompassing concept.

Despite numerous research efforts analyzing the
relationship between globalization and the
environment, a significant gap remains in
understanding how economic actors perceive
globalization and its impacts on the environment
in transition economies such as Iran. Previous
research has mainly focused on either high-level
decision-making or citizens' perceptions, with
little attention to the mediating role of business
enterprises. Given the need to use clean
technology to address existing energy and water
problems, Iran requires answers to fundamental

questions about the influence of globalization on
the environmental knowledge, attitude, values,
behavior, and management of economic actors.
The current research, drawing on
environmental sociology, seeks to analyze
the  perceptions of  economic  actors
regarding globalization and its impacts on
Iran's environment. Since business
enterprises engaged in foreign trade have
greater opportunities to understand these
influences  (Newell, 2013), the main
research question focuses on the perceived
impacts  of  globalization  on Iran's
environment, addressed through five sub-
questions.

2. Research Methodology

For this study, a survey research approach with a
cross-sectional design was adopted, using a self-
completed  questionnaire.  The  statistical
population consisted of business firms engaged in
international environmental business transactions
in 2014. In the absence of a complete list of firms,
the statistical population was defined as all units
participating in the 14th  International
Environmental Exhibition of Iran, held in Tehran
in February-March 2015. A total of 155 experts
from these firms were selected using the
convenience sampling technique.

The validity of the questionnaire was assessed by
reviewing it with 10 experts in the fields of social
science and environmental studies. Reliability
was measured using Cronbach's alpha:
environmental knowledge (0.781), attitude
(0.833), values (0.761), behavior (0.723), and
management (0.760).

Major variables consisted of environmental
knowledge,  attitude,  values,  behavior,
management, and socio-demographics.
Knowledge of the environment is practical
knowledge concerning the ecological and human
influences (Arcury & Christianson, 1990).
Attitude reflected either positive or negative
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emotions concerning the environment (Karimi &
Saffarinia, 2005). Environmental values were
operationalized in terms of the importance placed
on optimal resource use and environmental
justice—behavior referred to as responsible
environmental behavior. Environmental
management meant  incorporating  the
environment into national policy. All variables
were assessed using a 5-point Likert scale.

3. Findings and Scenarios

Among 155 respondents, 60.6% are male and
39.4% are female. The majority of respondents
were in the 25-29 age category, with a mean age
of 34.21 years. In terms of education level, 50.3%
of respondents had bachelor's degrees and 40%
possessed master's degrees.

According to descriptive statistics, environmental
knowledge had the highest mean (3.79/5),
followed by values (3.73), behavior (3.69),
attitude (3.55), and management (3.02). This
clearly demonstrates that globalization has been
highly successful in influencing knowledge and
values, whereas its influence on management has
been considerably less significant.

In terms of gender differences, men viewed the
effects of globalization on knowledge and
management as greater, while women considered
the value dimension more significant. Higher
levels of education were associated with greater
awareness of globalization's influence across all
dimensions, especially in  behavior and
management. Age comparisons indicated that
younger respondents believed globalization was
more important for management dimensions.
Notably, as people get older, their attitudes
towards the environmental impact of
globalization become increasingly positive.

The results show that, while the pollution haven
hypothesis (McAusland, 2008) is not widely
known within the business community, serious
concerns exist regarding hazardous chemical
imports and resource extraction.
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4. Conclusion

In this research, the impact of globalization on
Iran's environment was analyzed from the
perspective of economic actors. Results show that
economic actors perceive globalization as having
more positive effects on knowledge, attitude,
values, and behavior than management does. This
implies that globalization, through cultural and
informational aspects, has been more successful
in Iran than its managerial aspect.

The positive correlation between education and
environmental awareness demonstrates the
importance of human capital formation. Gender
variations observed in the study emphasize the
need for gender-informed policymaking. Age
differences suggest that experience influences
environmental risk perception.

The results coincide with  ecological
modernization theory, which stresses the role of
knowledge in environmental change (Hannigan,
2006; Sutton, 2004), as well as Beck's theory of
the risk society, which focuses on the role of
awareness in coping with risk (Barry, 2001;
Curran, 2013). Low management influence is
consistent with the treadmill of production
theory, which holds that economic systems
prioritize  production over environmental
management (Schnaiberg & Gould, 1994; Gould
et al., 2015). The findings are consistent with the
world-systems theory, according to which
peripheral countries face structural limitations
(Dunlap & Michelson, 2002).

Policy recommendations include enhancing
environmental management processes,
education, the introduction of clean technologies,
gender-based policies, and promoting dialogue
on sustainable development. This novel research
from Iran shows that globalization positively
impacts environmental awareness and values, but
that structural challenges persist in environmental
management.
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