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Abstract

This research, focusing on the villages of Bahjatabad and Shariatabad in Nowshahr province,
seeks to examine the culture in these coastal tourist villages and the role of the sea. In this
regard, an attempt has been made to explore the meaning of the sea in the daily lives of the
people of this region and its role in local culture and economy, as well as the ups and downs
of the local community's relationship with the Caspian Sea.
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The method research is the narrative analysis. The use of in-depth interviews with villagers
and field observations as research techniques reveals a multi-layered picture of the relationship
between humans and the sea in the villages of Bahjatabad and Shariatabad. The participants
(13 participants) in this research are from two groups. The first group is the villagers, and the
second group is the fishermen who mainly launch boats or fish with hooks in the western river.

Finding of research are two main catagories, and also 6 aspects with 21 codes for each
catagories. Two categories of sea-centered culture and sea-free culture were obtained in the
studies. Components of sea-centered culture include healthy food (healthy fish and organic
rice), daily play by the sea, fish as food not as money, respect for elders, government presence
Keywords: and control in the sea, making memories with the sea, being of fur seals in the coast, the unity
of the sea, the purity of the sea, the local community responsible for the sea, river fishing
Sea-centered culture, sea- versus sea fishing, no boats, face-to-face relationships, low population of villages along the
detached culture, sea-centered | sea due to its humidity, motherhood of the sea, cultivating love of the forest and the sea
development, land-centered together, the existence of the sea in folklore, and the attachment of the village to the coast.

social sciences, Caspian Sea,

. . The local community is critical of uncontrolled development and unregulated,
seafaring and seasickness.

environmentally destructive tourism, boat ownership, and the unbridled presence of the private
sector, but they are powerless to confront this neglect. Coordination of both aspects of
understanding the sea sicknessand moving to rectify matters is essential.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This research, focusing on the villages of Bahjat
Abad and Shariat Abad in Nowshahr, seeks to
examine the culture in these coastal tourist
villages and the role of the sea in them. In this
regard, an attempt has been made to explore the
meaning of the sea in the daily lives of the people
of this region and its role in local culture and
economy, as well as the ups and downs of the
local community's relationship with the Caspian
Sea.

Research Methodology
The approach used, is the narrative analysis. The
use of in-depth interviews (13 participants) with
villagers and field observations as research
techniques reveals a multi-layered picture of the
relationship between humans and the sea in the
villages of Bahjatabad and Shariatabad. The
participants in this research are from two groups.
The first group is the villagers, and the second
group is the fishermen who mainly launch boats
or fish with hooks in the western river. The
second group has been considered because of its
impact on the livelihoods of the villagers and,
consequently, on the meaning of the sea and their
socio-political and cultural patterns.

Findings and Scenarios
Finding of research are two main
catagories, and also 6 aspects with 21
codes for each catagories. Two categories
of sea-centered culture and sea-free
culture were obtained in the studies.
Components of sea-centered culture
include healthy food (healthy fish and
organic rice), daily play by the sea, fish as
food not as money, respect for elders,
government presence in the sea, making

memories with the sea, being of fur
sealsnear of coastal villages, the unity of
the sea, the purity of the sea, the local
community responsible for the sea, river
fishing, no boats, face-to-face
relationships, low population of villages
along the sea due to its humidity,
motherhood of the sea, cultivating love of
the forest and the sea together, the
existence of the sea in folklore, and the
attachment of the village to the coast. (see
diagram 1&2).
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Diagram 1: cods of sea oriented culture
Source: fieldwork studies of authors
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Diagram 2: cods of sea free culture
Source: fieldwork studies of authors

4. Conclusion
The local community is critical of
uncontrolled development and
unregulated, environmentally destructive
tourism, boat ownership, the
unbridled presence of the private sector,
but they are powerless to confront this
raging flood. Coordination of both aspects
of understanding the sea’s grievances and
moving to rectify matters is essential. In
the meantime, social sciences, by bringing

and

the sea to the focal point of their
discussions and creating concepts related
to the social dimensions of the sea, can
play an important role in creating this
coordination. It can be said that social
sciences are generally land-based and
have paid very little attention to the
relationship between the sea and humans
in Iran, especially in the north of the
country.

One of the social sciences' efforts to
understand the sea not only as an object
for human use but also as a living species
alongside humans is conceptualization in
social sciences. Social sciences are land-
based and have paid very little attention to
the relationship between the sea and
humans in Iran, especially in the north of
the country. The attention of social
sciences to the establishment of non-
governmental organizations related to the
sea and to directing their attention to the
sea in a serious, effective and fundamental
way is essential.
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