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ABSTRACT:

ONE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL ISSUES IN IRAN IS THE ENVIRONMENT,
WHICH HAS ALWAYS FACED NUMEROUS CHALLENGES AND CHANGES,
AND ENVIRONMENTAL CRISES HAVE ALSO PROVIDED A PLATFORM
FOR THE EMERGENCE OF SOCIAL AND POLITICAL CRISES. THE
QUESTION OF THE PRESENT STUDY TO UNDERSTAND THE STATE OF
THE COUNTRY'S ENVIRONMENTAL CRISIS IS WHAT ARE THE
ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS IN IRAN? THE
HYPOTHESIS OF THE ARTICLE IS BASED ON THE FACT THAT PER
CAPITA WATER IN IRAN HAS DECREASED SHARPLY AND MORE THAN
90 PERCENT OF THE WATER USED IN THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR IS
CONSUMED WITHOUT PROPER PLANNING. ALSO, AIR POLLUTION, AS
A CHRONIC CRISIS, CAUSES SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC LOSSES TO THE
COUNTRY ANNUALLY, WHICH WAS EXAMINED WITHIN THE
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK OF FINK'S CRISIS MANAGEMENT AND
THE RESEARCH FINDINGS SHOWED: 1) THE MOST IMPORTANT
FACTORS CAUSING ENVIRONMENTAL CRISES IN IRAN INCLUDE
ECONOMIC SANCTIONS, CONTRADICTORY GOVERNMENT POLICIES,
ENVIRONMENTAL CORRUPTION, AND TASTEFUL MOTIVES. 2) IT IS
SUGGESTED TO USE GREEN TAXES, BENEFIT FROM GLOBAL
EXPERIENCE, AND REVIEW THE STRUCTURE OF THE
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ORGANIZATION TO REDUCE AIR
POLLUTION. 3) THIS STUDY SHOWS THAT WITHOUT LONG-TERM AND
COORDINATED POLICYMAKING, ENVIRONMENTAL CRISES CAN TURN
INTO BROADER SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CRISES. AS A RESULT, THE
COUNTRY'S ENVIRONMENT IS NOT IN A FAVORABLE CONDITION AND
IN SOME PERIODS, DUE TO SPECIFIC POLITICAL AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OR PERSONAL VIEWS, IT HAS EXPERIENCED SOCIO-
POLITICAL INSTABILITY.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Environmental crises in Iran have become one of the structural and long-term challenges that
not only affect public health, economic development, and the quality of life of citizens, but also
act as a factor exacerbating social and political crises. This article systematically analyzes the
state of environmental crises in the country with the main question "What are the
environmental challenges and solutions in Iran?" and is based on the hypothesis that the severe
reduction in per capita water, the inefficient use of 90 percent of water resources in the
agricultural sector, chronic air pollution in large cities, and structural corruption in natural
resource management are among the main factors exacerbating these crises.

Research Methodology

The research method is descriptive-analytical and based on the collection of written
documents and sources. Data were collected from scientific articles, official reports, laws,
national and international statistics, and research history. The theoretical framework of the
research is Fink's four-stage model (early signs of crisis, acute crisis, chronic crisis, and
recovery or solution) which has been used for the systematic analysis of environmental crises,
including water scarcity and air pollution. Data analysis was conducted qualitatively and
through document content analysis. This method allows for the identification of root causes,
analysis of government responses, and the proposal of structural and long-term solutions.

Research Findings

In the early crisis stage, decreasing annual rainfall, increasing temperatures, depletion of
groundwater resources, and growth of air pollutants are identified as warning signs. Statistics
show that annual rainfall in many regions of Iran, especially the west and south, has decreased
by an average of 18 percent in recent years. Also, the number of unauthorized wells has
increased from 47,000 in the 1970s to more than 857,000 in 2011, indicating excessive
exploitation of groundwater. In the acute crisis stage, these signs have become obvious events
such as dust storms, urban floods, and increased air pollution indices in Tehran and Ahvaz,
which require immediate response and cross-sectoral coordination. In the chronic crisis stage,
these issues have become a stable and structural situation. Air pollution causes significant
economic losses annually (around $7 billion according to the World Bank), while laws such as
the “Clean Air” (2017) have remained ineffective due to weak enforcement and insufficient
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monitoring. Aggravating factors include economic sanctions (especially in the energy and
technology sectors), environmental corruption, conflicts of interest between organizations
(such as the Ministry of Energy and the Environmental Protection Agency), and contradictory
government policies. For example, tax exemption for agricultural activities (Article 81 of the
Direct Taxes Law) without planning water resources encourages excessive exploitation. In the
recovery and prevention phase, multi-pronged solutions are proposed: first, reforming the
organizational structure of environmental protection by establishing independent institutions
and strengthening the supervision of the three branches of government. Second, implementing
“green taxes” on polluting vehicles and imposing indirect taxes on fossil fuels to change
consumer behavior. Third, taking advantage of global experiences such as Mexico City's
successful pollution reduction projects. Fourth, creating public awareness through the media,
education in schools, and attracting influential people in society. Fifth, developing
biotechnology and natural pest control methods (such as using bats or Trichogramma wasps).
Sixth, optimizing water and energy consumption by eliminating unfair subsidies and fair
pricing of resources.

Conclusion
In conclusion, this article emphasizes that solving environmental crises in Iran requires an
integrated, long-term, and participatory approach in which the government, civil society, the
private sector, and religious institutions all play an active role. Without changing consumption
patterns, reforming administrative structures, and creating an environmental culture,
achieving sustainable development will be impossible.
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