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Evaluation and pathology of the dominant discourses on the country's water governance
in the last five decades (From the perspective of policymaking and legislation)?
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Abstract

Water governance is a controversial concept and rather than being based on the knowledge of
the governance method, it is considered as an ideal model with specific and predefined
indicators. Meanwhile, governance will result in the sustainability of water resources when it
is defined and regulated according to the conditions. Because governance regulates the way of
managing resources and it can vary according to the dominant discourse of each era. For this
purpose, this article tried to achieve a historical understanding of water governance patterns in
different periods after the Islamic Revolution of Iran by using the methodology of discourse
analysis, and to examine its effect on water resources management. In the obtained results, five
decades after the revolution have been divided into five periods of water governance, and
political documents and texts and the description of the deliberations of the Islamic Council
have been used to evaluate it. The results of the evaluation showed that what has determined
the governance of water in Iran was not the governance that is proportional to the country's
hydrological power, but rather the governance that emerged from the political and international
discourse. As in the periods when the ruling discourse was based on justice and the support of
the government in economic matters (more emphasis on left-wing policies), the facilitation of
water resources extraction, especially underground water, has intensified. While the periods
when the ruling discourse was based on structural adjustment and privatization policies (more
emphasis on the right-wing economic liberalization policies), the development of surface water
resources has been the dominant model of water governance. Also, in many cases, there has
been alignment between the government and the parliament in setting policies and laws against
the sustainability of water resources. In cases where inequality has been evident, the
government has sought to protect water resources in contrast to patterns that facilitate the
extraction of resources. This situation implies that water governance in Iran was not based on
proportional governance, and as a result, the main goal of protecting water resources should be
abandoned and the improvement of the governance structure in accordance with the capacity
of each region should be considered.

Keywords: Water Governance, Discourse Analysis, Government, Islamic Council,
Development Programs, Laws.
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